
The Children's Corner Howick: 

Newsletter February 2015 
Welcome everyone to Term II 

Welcome Justine! 

We extend a warm welcome to our new staff member Justine McManus. Some of you 
may remember Justine from the time she spent with us mid 2014 when undertaking her 
practicum. Justine will be working 4 days per week (Tues-Fri). Introducing Justine in 
her own words... 

My name is Justine McManus. I currently hold a provisional registration and am now 
working towards full teacher registration. I feel lucky to have support from whdnau, a 
highly skilled teaching team at Children's Corner, parents/guardians and the wider 
community to help me achieve this goal. 

Your children are a delight and privilege to teach. I am looking forward to fostering 
reciprocal relationships with them based on trust and respect, enabling me to notice 
their individual, diverse strengths, interests and learning styles to further add value to 
their learning and holistic development. 

I'm married to Ray and we live with our beloved pet Bonnie who loves going for long 
walks. Other passions of mine are travel, the outdoors, theatre, music, the arts, and 
relaxing with friends and family. 

I believe cultural diversity and acknowledging tamariki as being unique is important as it 
celebrates individuality, advocates inclusion and fosters a child's sense of well-being 
and belonging within their learning environment and amongst their friends. Thus, 
nurturing self-expression, exploration and curiosity, helping them to become 
independent and competent life-long learners. 

Emma Stanton - Volunteer Student Teacher 

We are pleased to welcome Emma on board our team. She will be working 4 days per 
week from 10-2 as part of her early childhood studies. Emma is a young and 
enthusiastic teacher who will be based at our preschool to provide her with valuable 
experience to complement her studies. 

General Staffing 

Jacqui; will now be undertaking the role of Head Teacher involving acting as the liaison 
between preschool and primary schools (including Montessori primary), responsible for 
the transition to school process, acting as associate teacher for all practicum students, 
organisation of all centre events. Person Responsible when Fiona is not working, 
strategic project work, coaching of others and taking a leading role with the curriculum 
for older pre-schoolers. 



Grace: may be called for jury service w/c 9^'^ Feb in which case Jamie Rong will be 
covering 

Practicum Student 

From the 16^^-27^'^ February we will be joined by Michaela Willcocks who will be 
undertaking a practicum with us to help her understand the Montessori Philosophy more 
as part of her degree studies. 

Chinese New Year. 19^^ February 2015 

#### 



We would love to celebrate Chinese New Year with the help of any parents who have an 
interest in sharing arts, crafts, food, dress, cultural information with our pre- 
schoolers. Please let us know if you would be free w/c 16^'^ February to help the 
children understand more about this special time of year. 

Professional Development 

• Cindy will be starting Book 2 of her Aperf ield Montessori biploma 

• biane will be undertaking a MANZ 2 day workshop on Montessori for Under 3's 

Centre Diary 

You should have received a copy of our centre diary for 2015. If not please let us know 
and we can provide you with a copy. Alternatively have a look at our website (see 
passwords below) where you can also access our 2015 term dates and events. 

Website and Facebook 

We have a new website www.thechildrenscorner.co.nz - have a look and let us know what 
you think! Newsletters will now be posted on the website and from Term 2 you will no 
longer receive paper newsletters. The user name to access the newsletter is "parent" 
and the password "happy". 

Remember to like us on facebook as we post updates and photos regularly. Also if you 
hover on the "like" button you will receive notifications. 

Holiday Programme 

A big thank you to Cindy and Jamie (one of our qualified relieving teachers) for their 
wonderful planning and organisation of the January holiday programme. So many 
exciting activities for our pre-schoolers - check them out on our facebook page... 
https : //www . facebook . com/thechildrenscornermontessor ipreschoolhowick 



You will be invoiced for holiday programme attendance with your term 1 statement 



News Time 

Children are very welcome to bring in news from home to share with their friends 
including a special book, photograph, a gift they have received, postcard from overseas, 
news story, something interesting they have found and so on. Increasingly we have 
children bringing toys and we ask parents to discourage their child from doing so. Many 
children frantically search their house in the morning trying to find something to share 
with their friends! We don't want to stop children from sharing as news time provides 
an excellent opportunity to participate as part of a group, speak publically, build 
confidence and fosters a sense of belonging. So if you could help your child work out 
what a ppropriate items they can bring we would be grateful. 

New Starters 

A warm welcome to Edison and sister Evelyn, Neve, Ade\e, Max, Chloe, Lucy, Ethan 
Caylee and bylan. Several of our new s^ar^ers are siblings of ex-preschoolers so it's 
lovely for us to welcome back families we have known for some time. Great to have 
Sophie and Fiona back too who have been on extended vacation. 

Leavers 

Gaius and Quinley will be leaving towards the end of term to transition to Mellons Bay - 
good luck boys! It has been great getting to know you and your families. 

Change of Days/ Adding Days 

Our Howick preschool is incredibly busy currently so to avoid disappointment or having 
to wait, if you are considering altering your child's enrolled days then you need to let 
Fiona know at least one term in advance. 

GeneraL.. 

• Please ensure your child has a hat as our policy is "No hat no outdoor work" 

• 2 named changes of clothes including underwear should be packed in your child's 
bag 

• School bags should be large enough to fit all your child's belongings 

• Sunscreen your child prior to arriving at preschool and we will re-apply 
throughout the day 

• Let your child walk into preschool unassisted carrying their own school bag - it 
will encourage their independence and self-help skills 

• Remember to sign in/out your child (at the entrance to preschool) as it is a 
Ministry of Education requirement 



